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conscious function is seduced beyond the limits set by
purpose and decision ; in another, it is held up before the
attainment of its goal and led away upon a by-patt\; while,
in a third case, it is brought into conflict with the other
conscious functions, a conflict which remains unresolved so
long as the unconsciously implicated and disturbing in-
stinctive force is not differentiated in its own right and
subjected as such to a certain conscious disposition, Thus
one is almost driven to assume that the cry: 'Whence
comes it then that we are still barbarians?' is no mere
reflexion of the spirit of that age, but also springs from
Schiller's subjective psychology. Like other men of his
time, he too sought the root of the evil in the wrong .place,
for at no time did barbarism consist in a state where
reason or truth have an insufficient effect; it appears only
when man expects such an effect from them, or, we might
even say, it is because man provides reason with too much
efficacy from a superstitious over-valuation of ctruth'.
Barbarism is onesidedness, lack of moderation—bad pro-
portion generally.
In the impressive example of the French Revolution,
which had just then reached the culminating point of
terror, Schiller could see to what extent the goddess of
reason held sway in man, and how far the unreasoning
beast was triumphant. It was doubtless these events of
Schiller's epoch which urged the problem upon him with
especial force, for it frequently happens that, when a
problem that is at bottom personal, and therefore appar-
ently subjective, impinges upon outer events which contain
the same psychological elements as the personal conflict
it is suddenly transformed into a general question that
embraces the whole of society. In this way, the personal
problem gains a dignity that was hitherto wanting; since
a state of inner discord has an almost mortifying and
degrading quality, so that one sinks into a humiliated con-

